
 

 

 
 
       March 30, 2022 
 
Dear New York State Physicians: 
 
 As we celebrate this National Doctor’s Day, I would like to thank you all and recognize your 
phenomenal contributions to the health and well-being of New Yorkers. 
 
 Almost exactly four months ago, I assumed the role of New York State Commissioner of Health 
just before the Omicron variant and resulting winter surge of COVID-19 swept through the State. As has 
been the case with each preceding surge, our physicians and other healthcare professionals have gone 
above and beyond the call of duty to protect New Yorkers from this virus and take care of those who 
became ill. One critical difference between this and earlier surges of COVID is that we now have effective 
tools that prevent severe illness – especially vaccination. Since December 2020, the Department has 
worked alongside clinicians throughout the State to vaccinate as many eligible New Yorkers as possible. 
We are grateful for your continued partnership as this work carries on today.  
 
 COVID-19 reminds us that there is no convenient time for emergencies to take place, and that 
investments in emergency preparedness and health system readiness are critically important – especially 
when they are easiest to neglect. It has also laid bare the structural injustices that particularly impact 
Black New Yorkers and other communities of color, leading to persistent health inequity and increased 
stress upon the segments of the health system that supports them. Returning to a pre-COVID status quo 
cannot be our goal – it is our responsibility to work towards a future where preparedness, equity, and 
justice are the norm. 
 
 In partnership with Governor Hochul, one of my principal goals as Commissioner of Health is to 
ensure that our thanks and appreciation for your work is accompanied by a commitment to closing the 
gaps in our health system that COVID exposed. These commitments – which include a proposed $10 
billion investment in growing the healthcare workforce by 20 percent over the next five years – will 
improve access to medical services and quality of care, as well as equip us to be better prepared to 
respond to health emergencies of all types. We hope they also support you in doing what you ultimately 
entered the medical profession to do: provide high-quality healthcare and improve the lives of your 
patients and your communities. 
 
 Responding to the COVID-19 pandemic and its related consequences poses a substantial 
challenge – but in this new era for New York State, it represents immense opportunity to rebuild our 
healthcare infrastructure in a way that prioritizes the physical and mental health of providers and patients 
alike. Your experiences and your voices will continue to be crucial as we do so. In my role as 
Commissioner, I look forward to the chance to work with you as we continue to make New York the 
healthiest state in the nation. 
 
 Happy Doctor’s Day, and on behalf of the entire Department of Health, thank you for your 
unwavering commitment to the health of all New Yorkers. 
 
       With gratitude, 
 
 
 
       Mary T. Bassett, M.D., M.P.H. 
       Commissioner of Health 


